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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

Nora Courtney 
Ten years have passed since an idea 
became a company and a system of 
technology that is now familiar to so many.   
The company formally started in a rented 
room in a house on a quiet residential 
street in Woburn. A move to a building 
near by had Lynx in its first real office 
space. Lynx moved again a few years later, 
two miles from that rented room, to a 
larger space to accommodate the growing 
company.  
On this anniversary, we want to take the 
opportunity to thank you for your ideas, 
your stories and your support over these 
last ten years. We only hope that the next 
ten will be as exciting as the first.  

Nora 

AIRLYNX 
More a state of mind than a product. 
Over the last couple of years Lynx has 
been adding more and more wireless 
solutions and options to our product lines. 
A name that has kept cropping up in this 
arena is AirLynx, and a lot of people are 
wondering – as they often do when we 
come out with a new product – “Where can 
I buy an AirLynx?” The answer is, “You 
can’t.” 
The technical press is full of discussions of 
WiFi technology, and terms like 802.11b, 
802.11a, Blackberry, etc. are flying 
around. It can get very confusing; but what 
the engineers at Lynx have done is ensured 
that your results network can be enhanced 
by one or more wireless products or 
wireless options with the confidence that 
products under the AirLynx umbrella do 
what our products do best – link together 
seamlessly.  In the case of AirLynx, it is 
the wireless connectivity that links the 
systems. 

Continue reading to find out more about 
three recent events that have demonstrated 
the power and applicability of a whole 
range of Lynx products that are 
components of the AirLynx mindset. 

PENN 
RELAYS 
ClerkLynx 
delights more 
than 125,000 
fans. 
The ClerkLynx 
technology that 
saw its debut in 
2001 at Penn 

took off in a big way this year. Glen 
McMicken and Rick Berryman were down 
at the corral armed only with a pair of 
wireless Handera units running the 
application.  
In the course of the meet over 22,000 
athletes were assigned to lanes using 
ClerkLynx. This information was sent 
wirelessly to FinishLynx, to scoreboards 
via SeriaLynx, and by cable to other 
boards, where athlete names and results 
were displayed; a revolutionary practice at 
Penn. It was a flawless performance that 
greatly enhanced the quality of the meet, 
especially for the biggest Penn Relays 
crowd ever on Saturday - 50,827.  

NCAA DIV 1 CHAMPIONSHIPS 
RadioLynx to the rescue. 
This blue ribbon event of the collegiate 
Track and Field calendar was held in Baton 
Rouge on the campus of LSU in June. The 
Bernie Moore stadium has one of the finest 
results infrastructures in the nation: there is 
in-ground cabling at all finish lines for 
power, start signals and Ethernet networks 
for cameras.  
However, on day two of the meet even this 
high quality installation was brought to its 
knees when the torrential rains took down 

one of the start signal circuits. For the rest 
of the meet, the backup system received 
start signals from RadioLynx. At the end 
of the meet, RadioLynx had proved its 
reliability and accuracy beyond question: 
every start was received and every 
athlete’s time corresponded to 1/1000th of 
a second. 
At the same time, AirCyber was providing 
instantaneous wireless results, qualification 
information and rankings on a compatible 
wireless PDA unit to any of the Division 1 
coaches who had contacted Kevin McGill. 
It was ‘thanks’ to AirCyber that the 
Stanford SID learned that Olympian Gabe 
Jennings had missed the finals of the 1500 
meters for the first time in four years. 

USA OUTDOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Announcer Heaven. 
With some of the fastest athletes in the 
world competing in Palo Alto, all 
concerned appreciated the simplicity of the 
wireless ReacTime setup.  

With less than fifty seconds to clear the 
blocks from lanes 1, 2, and 3, the block 
crew appreciated the fact that they did not 
have to deal with trailing cables. ReacTime 
also provided the starters with audio 
communication to the blocks and reliable 
data to help them evaluate the fairness of 
the starts.  
While the races 
were going on 
down on the 
track, Scott 
Davis, the meet 
announcer, 
maximized the 
information he was getting wirelessly from 
the Hammer site outside the stadium. 
Thanks to the information that the wireless 
FieldLynx/SeriaLynx combination was 
displaying on the infield display boards, 
Scott was able to provide the packed 
stadium with constant updates on the 
progress of the competition – even though 
it was taking place almost ¼ mile away.
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(3/92) The first "dollar" for Lynx 
System Developers is a $1500 deposit 
from Tom Jennings.  

(3/92) At the Stanford Invitational, the 
system is run as a backup. On the 
occasions when the Accutrack system 
fails, FinishLynx becomes the official 
timing system for the race. 

(6/92) FinishLynx is used at its first 
MAJOR event, NCAA Division I in 
Austin, TX.   

(9/92) The Gang of Four emerges.  
The first Lynx customers are Tom 
Jennings, Ken Platt, Brian Springer 
and University of Arizona – our first 
collegiate customer. 

(11/92) Lynx becomes the occupant 
of the windowless building at 2b 
Merrimac St. in Woburn, MA. 

(2/93) Lynx TV is born. 
It is used to provide TV 
graphics at the Millrose 
Games.  (9/93) The first full fiscal year 

comes to a close. The company 
looks like it might survive. 

(9/96) The first FinishLynx 
Camera to communicate over an 
Ethernet LAN (EtherLynx) is 
unveiled at the Killington Stage 
race in Vermont. 

(6/96) Lynx moves to 
175 N New Boston St. 

(5/94) Tour DuPont sees the 
debut of the first Lynx color 
camera.   

(4/98) Lynx signs agreement to 
manufacture the EtherLynx 2000 
camera system for Seiko Time 
Systems, Inc..  

(2/98) The debut of ResulTV at the 
Millrose Games on the center video 
boards at Madison Square Garden.  

(3-97) The EtherLynx 2000 
camera comes on the market. The 
Windows-based FinishLynx 32 
software is updated for use with 
the EtherLynx camera, allowing 
for simultaneous capture and 
evaluation, multiple open events 
and more. 

(7/99)  We do end-to-end data 
management, with InterLynx, 
and timing at the USRowing 
Club Nationals. 

(7/00) All current Lynx products 
are used at the US Olympic 
Trials for Track & Field in 
Sacramento: FinishLynx, 
ReacTime, FieldLynx, LynxTV, 
ResulTV, CyberScoreboard and 
AirLynx. 

(6/98) NCAA and USATF events use 
FieldLynx. 

(12/98)  ReacTime prototype shown 
at USATF Convention in Orlando; 
and Dennis Mitchell wants to take one 
home for sprint training. 

(6/99) First use of the “real” ReacTime 
False Start Detection System at an event: 
USATF Nationals. 

(2/02) Winter Olympics at 
Salt Lake City, UT. 

(12/00) LaserLynx 
debuts at the USATF 
Convention in 
Albuquerque, NM. 

(6/02) We receive town 
approval for building at Fondi 
Road in Haverhill, MA. 

(5/98) Mt. SAC/NAIA T-shirt booths 
generate revenue using Lynx images.  

(3/96) Reno Games: and the first use of 
CyberScoreboard as a real-time results 
and image publication on the Internet. 

(6/94) The LYNX in FinishLynx arrives at the 
NCAA Meet in Boise, ID. The FinishLynx 
camera, Clerk of the Course software and 
Daktronics display “link” in totally harmony. 

(8/97) Lynx’s second paddling event is 
the World Championships Canoe ’97 in 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia.  

8-96 A Lynx in all 50 States 
goal is achieved.  

(9/99)  We sign and undertake a major new contract 
with the International Skating Union to calculate their 
World Rankings as well as manage all athlete related 
data using InterLynx/CyberScoreboard.   

(11/93) Kevin McGill is hired as 
Lead Salesperson. The customer 
base hits the 3 figure mark. 
Coincidence or no? 

(4/01) ClerkLynx is used for 
the first time at Penn Relays. 

(5/02) AirCyber, stadium 
wireless LAN, used at NCAA 
Div. 1 Nationals at Louisiana 
State University. 

(7/98) A team from Matsport, Lynx and 
Phoenix Sports Technology undertakes 
timing and results for the multi-stage, 
muti-location Tour de France. 

(10/99) Doug starts working 
with local area Wireless 
Palm applications and the 
concept behind SeriaLynx. 

(1/99) First FinishLynx 32 
plugins arrive: Automatic 
Capture with Virtual 
Photocell and Multi-Region 
Enhancement. 

(5/93) At the Tour DuPont, Fred 
Patton of Phoenix Sports 
Technology introduces Lynx to the 
cycling world. 

(12/97) USATF Convention in 
Dallas - first show of FieldLynx.  

1998 

2000 

(1/00) Agreement made to provide On-Venue Results 
for the Short Track Speed Skating venue at the Winter 
Olympics in Salt Lake in 2002. 

(4/00) The new EtherLynx 2000 camera 
with “twilight vision” is released. 

19
95

 

(10/95) Lynx hires Kevin Holden as 
Production Manager.  

(1/95) Lynx does its first 
Short Track Speed 
Skating event, World 
Juniors, in Calgary, AB. 

(3/95) World Championships 
Nordic Skiing: Thunder Bay 
ONT. 

(8/96) Le 
Critérium 
Dauphiné. 

(2/98) Lynx technology used at Nagano 
Olympics. 

(12/95) www.finishlynx.com is born. 

(9/95) World Special 
Olympics: New Haven, CT. 

(10/01) Head of the 
Charles Regatta: 
Cambridge, MA. 

(2/01) International Reseller 
and New Technology 
Seminar at Disney’s Wide 
World of Sports in Orlando. 

(4/00) Lynx technology enhances 
the Nike Track Test at Penn Relays. 

(6/00) US Olympic 
Rowing Trials: 
Camden, NJ. 

(8/97) All-
American Soap 
Box Derby: 
Akron, OH. 

(9/99) Paul Lambert steps in as CEO as 
Doug steps out of the position.  

(9/95) NFL’s Fastest 
Man timed by Lynx. 

(8/01) World Rowing 
Masters Regatta: Montreal. 

(2/00) 2000 Winter Goodwill 
Games: Lake Placid, NY.  

(6/94) Lynx goes global with 
systems on 6 of 7 continents. 

(3/97) Disney’s Wide World of Sports 
signs on with Lynx. 

(2/92) Doug arranges to demo the, as yet non-existent, FinishLynx system at National 
Championship meet in NYC.  Two days before the event, we first see an image: it is upside-down 
and appears to be missing every other picture. It is a breakthrough.  Nine hours before the system 
is to be shown in New York, the only computer actually owned by Lynx System Developers and 
a rather innocent looking box are loaded into the back of Doug's car. 
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IR Filter 
Do you own a 5L200 camera? We discovered in late May that the label on the sliding filter on the 
front of this camera did not match up with the documentation. The label used to read “Natural – 
Artificial” and now reads “Low Light – Normal”.  
All cameras are shipped with the filter in, i.e. the position best suited for normal light situations. You 

should only slide the filter out for low light situations.  
If you have any questions, or would like me to send you a new label for your camera, please contact me by phone or email at 
nora@finishlynx.com. 

 

FINISHLYNX HALL OF FRAMES 
FAMILIAR IMAGE 

Not just a moment in time at the 1997 Mt. SAC Relays, but a part of the continuing story. 

Many of you will be familiar with this Lynx image of the Boys 3000M as the sample .evn file that comes with your FinishLynx 32 software. 
You may have evaluated, cropped, zoomed in and out, enhanced, and reworked the results fields as you began to learn the software. 1997 was 
the year of the EtherLynx 2000 camera and much has happened at Lynx since then. And for these athletes? We did a search on 
CyberScoreboard to see if we could pick up the trail on the athletic achievements of these young men. We found #16, David Rodriguez, 
running for Georgetown.  Brad Hansen, #12, ran for Auburn University. Paul Wellman, #7, ran for UC Davis and #2, Tony Trueba competed 
for Azusa Pacific University.   
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